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“I have decided to 
stick with love...



Dear Neighbor,

More than half a century has passed since Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. visited Abbott House. He praised our work 
in helping families, and his legacy of love and service 
are never far from our thoughts. Through unrelenting 
dedication to those relying on us, we strive to live up to his 
faith in our organization.

Family comes first at Abbott House, as you undoubtedly 
agree. You stepped forward in many ways this past year 
to help us positively affect the lives of thousands of families, children and adults who struggle with 
trauma and crisis, often losing their sense of place in the world. We could not have met their unique 
and often urgent needs without your partnership. 

2020 challenged us in unimaginable ways, yet we continued to find strength in powerful constants 
– our mission to serve and the extraordinary public spirit of all who support us. If the pandemic 
has taught us anything, it is that this collective capacity for doing good will not surrender to social 
distancing, stay-at-home mandates or other societal restrictions. We are profoundly grateful for 
your selfless support, knowing that your family and loved ones somehow felt the tragic impact of 
COVID-19.

The human spirit is resilient. We find ways to navigate. We adapt – and we do it because we know 
people are counting on us. It is just that simple. Our heroic staff serve courageously on the frontlines 
of caregiving, while our foster parents open their hearts and homes to children in need. Volunteers 
explore creative ways to reimagine art projects, meditation and self-care through virtual technology. 
Donors like you respond generously to calls for personal protective equipment and other critical 
supplies to keep everyone safe and improve the lives of those in need. 

Together, we fulfill the Abbott House mission and continue to do so much for so many. 

In the pages to follow, you will read about how your support preserves the dignity of all individuals 
in our care, whether that means securing furniture for group homes, donating meals for families 
suffering from food insecurity or sharing your time and expertise to help improve a child’s math or 
reading skills. Your investment in every family, child and adult relying on Abbott House makes a 
difference.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. challenged all of us to step forward for the good of society when he said, 
“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, “What are you doing for others?” We are grateful 
that with your help, we never have to look far to find the answers. 

Thank you for doing much, much good for those in our care and for being part of our Abbott House 
family. We hope you will feel inspired by the smiles and stories you helped create.

Walter Montgomery, Ph.D
Board Chairman

 

Hate is too 
great of a 
burden to 
bear.”

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

James L. Kaufman, LCSW-R
President and CEO
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Abbott House is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) organization that builds 
lasting foundations under children, families and adults with 
complex needs. 

Our work has far-reaching effects on families and beyond. By 
helping one individual, we know that we help countless others 
- biological and foster parents, siblings, grandparents, and 
others. 

With this in mind, this year alone we have touched the lives 
of more than 10,000 people in the New York Metropolitan 
area and Hudson Valley by providing safety, promoting 
healing and restoring hope. 

The heart of our work is dedicated to helping human beings 
recover from deep trauma or intervening to prevent trauma in 
the first place. 
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For Children and Families: At Abbott House, we support 
and strengthen families to keep them together.  We also work 
with newly formed ones to help them thrive.

Our goal is to provide children and adolescents with a lasting 
sense of family, home and community, and prepare them for a 
promising future. We help them build a durable foundation of 
skills and experiences that allow them to thrive and become 
contributors to their communities as they come of age.

Our Programs for Children and Families Include: Foster Care, 
Therapuetic Foster Care, Foster Parent Training, Transitional 
Resources for Children (TRC), Article 31 Clinic, Community Schools,  
Fair Futures,Preventive Services, Group Homes, Non-Secure 
Detention, Health Homes, Adoption, Child and Family Treatment and 
Support Services (CFTSS), and Home and Community Based Services 
(HCBS). To learn more about these programs visit www.abbotthouse.net.

For People with Developmental Disbilities: The focus 
of our work with adults with complex needs is to help create 
enduring foundations of home, community and future in their 
lives. They often have capacities, strengths and goals that are 
overlooked by environments where ‘management’ overshadows 
growth. They are often hindered, unwittingly, by caregivers, from 
becoming their own person and developing their own notion of 
what their life will come to be.

Regardless of their history or circumstance, our aim is to provide 
these individuals with an environment of healing, safety and 
opportunity to create their future.

Adults with complex needs will not “bootstrap” themselves out of 
their plight and into prospering futures. They critically depend on 
our professional intervention and partnership.

Through counseling, health care, life skills, employment training 
and other services, we help them find their place in the world. 

Our Programs for People with Developmental Disabilities Include: 
Day Habilitation, Keon Programs of Abbott House (SEMP, Pre Voc, 
Comm Hab, Access VR, Respite Services) and Residential Housing. 
To learn more about these programs visit www.abbotthouse.net.

O
ur Services
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Gender AGE

ETHNICITY GEOGRAPHICAL AREA

NYC

Dutchess

Westchester

Other

Sullivan

Orange

Rockland

Putnam

Female Male

Latinx

Black / African 
American

White
Other

Asian

7 - 10

11 - 14

15 - 17

18 - 21

0 - 2

3 - 6

Since 1963, Abbott House has touched the 
lives of more than 106,000 children, adults 
and families.
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32%

10%

2%

21+
15%5%

13%

23%

53%47%

38%

1%

3%
9%49%

57%

15%

2%

20%
1%

2%

<1%

3%

Demographics
Total Individuals Directly Served in 2020: 

4,670



Revenue  (7/1/2018 - 6/30/2019)

Government Contracts and Grants   
Contributions    
Rent Income   
Other   

Expenses  
Program Services   

Management and General/Fund Raising   
   

$47,981,604

$609,299

$48,000

$489,154

$49,128,057

$44,450,783

$4,873,810

$49,324,593

Thank You To Our Government 
Partners:

NYS-OCFS, NYS-OMH, NYS-
OPWDD, NYC-ACS, NYC-DOE, 
HHS-ORR, DCMH-Westchester, 
Dutchess DSS, Herkimer DSS, 
Orange DSS, Putnam DSS, 
Rockland DSS, Saratoga DSS, 
Schenectady DSS, Sullivan DSS, 
Ulster DSS, Westchester DSS

Financial Overview

477 Individuals / Families
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How our 
revenue 
serves 
those 
entrusted 
to our 
care:

Services for People with 
Developmental Disabilities

Therapeutic Family     
Foster Care

Transitional 
Resources for 

Children

Community 
Schools

Family Foster 
Care

Foster Care 
Programs

Group Homes

Non-Secure 
Detention

Health Homes

Home and 
Community Based/
Child and Family 

Treatment Support 
Services

Medical / 
Clinical

OMH Community 
Residence

37%

16%

9%

12%

1%

2%

4%

5%

5%

2%

5%

2%



Stories of Hope
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John
For many young adults, leaving “the nest” is an exciting time of newfound independence whether 
that means beginning college, technical school, or another path to adulthood.  

Now, imagine this moment without any parental support - no one to rely on if you cannot afford 
groceries or the rent. Beyond housing and finances, parents offer other kinds of support; they 
listen, and they give advice as you make critical decisions that may affect the course of your life. For 
young adults who age out of foster care, this moment is less of a transition and more of a leap. It is a 
stressful time filled with extraordinary challenges. 

Abbott House works hard to prepare our 
youth to be ready for their futures. For one 
young man named John, who was aging 
out of foster care after living with us for 
eight years, this support truly was a lifeline. 

For several reasons, John was under-prepared for his transition to adulthood. He was unable to save 
a significant amount of money, and due to his financial situation, he became withdrawn and hopeless 
as he began to imagine his future outside of the safety net of Abbott House. 

At one point, he requested to sign out of our program and risk becoming homeless, because he 
swore he would never return to a shelter due to the trauma he had suffered while living at one as a 
child.  

Our team, led by Program 
Director Richard Griffin, Unit 
Administrator Ieshea Green 
and Social Worker Andrew 
Lopez, knew this decision 
would affect John’s chances 
at the successful future he 
deserved and assured him 
they would do everything in 
their power to help. 

Together, we found a rental 
that fits his financial needs 
and is within a seven-mile 
range of a significant adult 
resource and social worker. 

 

Grace
Grace is a third-grader, who loves all things pink and glittery. She enjoys playing with her peers and 
is a sociable, kind, and curious child. She draws pictures of herself, happily posing with a friend or 
one of her three sisters, usually in settings that she imagines to be far away such as a white sandy 
beach or castle on a hill. A word of praise from her teacher makes her smile ear to ear.  

Though, there is more to Grace’s 
story. She has been diagnosed with 
autism spectrum disorder and has 
difficulty interpreting the feelings 
and intentions of others as well as 
regulating her own emotions. She also 
suffers from seizures and several co-
existing learning disabilities. All of this 
challenges Grace’s ability to cope and 
respond to the world around her. 

Her parents do their best to care for 
Grace and her three sisters, but it is 
not always easy. Her mom faces her 

own physical, emotional, and cognitive challenges, and Grace’s dad works long hours to provide a 
stable home life for the family of six.  

Grace’s classroom setting doesn’t make things any easier. Her teacher must provide academic 
support to 12 kids in a self-contained special education class while half log on remotely. At times, 
peer-to-peer encounters result in outbursts. 

During the pandemic, Grace’s parents were two of the many parents struggling to adapt to a virtual 
classroom. For Grace, who thrived on routine, the switch to remote learning and then back to a 
hybrid classroom setting was unsettling. Even the concept of wearing a mask and remaining socially 
distant created anxiety. When Grace began exhibiting aggressive behaviors both in the classroom 
and at home, her family was referred to Abbott House.  

The Abbott House Community School Resource Program takes a holistic approach to advocating on 
behalf of families and connecting them to mental health support or community resources. Our team 
is dedicated to assisting at-risk students by stepping into classrooms and finding creative ways to 
help children succeed regardless of the circumstances.  

(continued on next page)

Once John signed the lease, we helped him create a home through partnerships that enabled him 
to furnish it with a bed, dresser, nightstands and lamps. We made sure he had essential items like 
glassware, silverware, pots and pans. Thanks to his social worker’s contacts, he even secured a 
job with a moving company, which is located exactly 1.4 miles from his apartment! In fact, John has 
access to banking, the Metro-North Railroad, a supermarket, and shopping all within one mile of his 
apartment. Most importantly, he has a family at Abbott House. We are invested in his future, and we 
will never be far away.

The successful transition of our youth is one of the many ways we make promising futures a reality!    

By remaining dependable and consistent, group home staff focus 
on healing, empowerment, and independence. Perhaps most 
importantly however, they offer hope.” - Jeff Shapiro, VP of Programs, 
Residential & Group Home Services
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Led by Program Director Rebecca Valenzuela 
and Clinician Fatima Amr, we began working 
with Grace’s family and teacher to help her 
learn ways to regulate her emotions. Part 
of the classroom intervention plan included 
creating a de-escalation corner, a quiet area 
with bean bag chairs and soothing materials 
to help children calm down when they are 
upset. In addition, sensory bins, filled with 
tactile objects like silly putty or sand, were 
created to help children relax and improve 
concentration.

Fatima also began holding Meditation 
Mondays and Yoga Thursdays, which is a time 
for all children to practice the art of mindfulness. The kids excitedly grab their yoga mats and enjoy 
the sensory experience of spraying them with Eucalyptus mist. Grace is often leading the way.  

In addition to the classroom intervention, our team connected Grace’s family to mental health 
resources. In a matter of weeks, 
we saw vast improvements in her 
behaviors, both at home and in 
school. 

Through regular therapy and 
treatment, she is succeeding academically, socially, and emotionally, but Grace’s story is far from 
over. Like so many children who rely on our programs, there will be good days and bad days, but 
one thing is certain: she will always have a support system at Abbott House – we will be there 
cheering her on every step of the way.

“When you witness a child having difficulty regulating his or her own 
emotions, the last thing you want is for that child to feel like they don’t 
belong. It is our job to make sure that all students feel safe, valued, 
and wanted within our walls.” - Rebecca Valenzuela, Program Director, 
Community Schools 

Wayne
Caring for aging family members or an ill spouse is something many of us must face at one time or 
another – but for parents with a child who has developmental or intellectual disabilities, the future is 
always on their minds – and so is the worry. They often wonder what will happen to their adult child 
when they are no longer able to care for them due to their own age or illness.

These thoughts bring with them all the uncertainty and fear that one would imagine. Will my adult 
child feel loved if I’m not physically with them? Will he or she be safe? 

For Wayne’s mom, the decision to transition her adult son to residential care did not come without 
deep reservations. You see, this would not be the first time that Wayne had lived in this kind of 
setting. As a child, Wayne lived in a group home, but his mom decided to bring him back home 
because she felt it was not the right fit. However, a bright spot of that experience was a relationship 
Wayne’s family forged with a caring young woman named Lindsey. They did not know it at that time, 
but their paths would cross again. This time, at Abbott House.

Wayne has autism. He exhibits many challenging behaviors and uses minimal words to communicate, 
but his smile will tell you how he is feeling. He loves animals, water and spending time with his family 
going on nature walks. In fact, these are the times when Wayne is the happiest. He thrives in the 
sensory experience of being outdoors in the woods – the crisp air on his face, the rustling leaves of 
the trees. The sights, sounds and smells of the earth instill in him a sense of wonderment, and being 
with his family is Wayne’s comfort zone. 

Family members play a critical role in supporting 
and advocating for loved ones with autism. While 
Wayne’s parents are separated, they remain active 
in his life, along with his big brother and his mom’s 
boyfriend. His support system was about to grow 
even bigger. 

When Wayne’s mom, his primary caregiver, 
became ill last year, his behaviors became 
extremely difficult to handle and she needed 
additional support to care for him. As fate would 
have it, mom ran into Lindsey Emmerich, that 
caring young woman from years before, who 
is now the Director of Services for People with 
Developmental Disabilities at Abbott House. 

Over a six-month period, Lindsey spent a lot 
of time advising his family and planning for 
the challenges ahead. Creating a new home 
environment had to happen gradually if it were to 
be successful – and it would be just as much a 
transition for his family as it was for Wayne. 

The plan involved a number of coordinated visits 
including family-style dinners around the table 
with his peers. He adapted well, and eventually, 
the day trips turned into sleepovers with the 
assurance that his family would never be far away. 

Lindsey led our team of specialists at Abbott House in developing a Social Story, a tool to help 
Wayne identify important cues in social situations, rules, routines, and expectations. And they always 
made sure to have his favorite snack on hand - Gatorade and chips.

This was the beginning of a new chapter of independence for Wayne; a moment for him to continue 
to grow and thrive. More importantly, a moment that gave his mom the comfort of knowing that he 
would never be alone or forgotten. 

Wayne’s mom can now focus on caring for herself with less stress while continuing to be a strong 
advocate for him. The entire family gets together in person twice a month. They come to Wayne’s 
new home for dinner and go on nature hikes just like they did before.  They are making new 
memories, and just being together as a family. They trust he is in good hands at Abbott House and 
that no matter what lies ahead, he will never have to face it alone. 



    

Heroes Work Here.Heroes Work Here.

 “The ultimate measure of a man is not 
where he stands in moments of comfort 
and convenience, but where he stands 
at times of challenge and controversy.”  
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Thank you to Thank you to 
our essential our essential 

worker warriors.worker warriors.

Abbott House is incredibly grateful to our dedicated staff for continuing to 
provide around-the-clock support for unacommpanied minors, children in foster 
care, struggling families and adults with developmental disabilities throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic. We recognize the incredible strain they are under 
themselves, resulting from school cancellations and the responsibility of 
caring for their own children and family members. We are so appreciative that 
they soldier on in caring for those in need in our Abbott House family. Their 
commitment is both humbling and awe-inspiring.

In Loving Memory:

Howard Anders
Dwayne Foreman

Giovanni Freda
Sheila Saintia

We pause to remember four beautiful 
members of the Abbott House family 

who lost their battle with COVID-19. Their       
spirit lives on in our tireless commitment      

to caring for those most in need.

- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 



• YOU helped us create a music and reading space for kids and 
adults to de-stress, feel the power of music and connect with their 
emotions.

• YOU helped ensure our staff and clients had ample personal 
protective equipment and cleaning supplies during the height of 
the pandemic and beyond.

• YOU facilitated virtual tutoring sessions for children in foster care 
and donated laptops to ensure a smooth transition to remote 
learning.

• YOU provided over 100 Christmas and Thanksgiving meals for 
families throughout New York City and the Hudson Valley. 

• YOU raised the self esteem of kids and adults by decorating 
hundreds of homemade Kindness Jars filled with positive 
messages of hope.

• YOU reduced the hardship on our foster families, group homes 
and individuals by collecting donations such as new clothing, 
furniture, bikes, carseats, school supplies, backpacks and other 
essentials.

• YOU celebrated our frontline heroes by sending virtual messages 
of hope and supporting our first virtual gala, Hooray For Our 
Heroes. 

• YOU helped ease stress on essential staff by offering virtual art 
therapy and health and wellness opportunities for self-care, an 
important method of reducing trauma. 

• YOU used your creativity to come up with pandemic-friendly 
interactional activities for our adults.

• YOU made the holidays special for kids and adults in care by 
collecting more than 1,200 toys, games, gift cards and other 
wishlist items. 

• YOU reminded kids in foster care that they matter by donating 
travel bags and duffels for them to transport their belongings with 
dignity.

+ $241,695 was awarded through grants to provide skill building, 
education, cultural enrichment, and recreation activities.

+ Over $100,000 worth of in-kind donations were made that 
positively impacted the lives of all who rely on Abbott House.
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2020 Agency 
Achievement 
Highlights:

“Incredible Years and 
Safe Care,” a preventive 
program for families that 

offers parenting skills 
training, has increased its 
participation success rate 
from  72% in 2019 to 96% 

in 2020.

Attendance Mentors were 
introduced to families with 

children struggling with 
chronic absenteeism as 
a part of the Community 
Schools Program. As a 

result, both schools reached 
their goal of 94% overall 
attendance within a year. 

100% of all 
unaccompanied minors 

deemed “medically 
fragile” received 

personalized one-on-one 
care and supervision by 
youth specialists in the 

TRC Program. 

We transitioned 
volunteers to 

“pandemic-friendly” 
activities including 

virtual tutoring, 
yoga, live-streamed 

meditation, and video  
guided art therapy. 

The Foster Care, 
Therapuetic Foster 

Care, and Group Home 
Programs received multiple 

awards from NYC ACS 
(Administration of Children’s 

Services) for excellence 
in service, excellence in 

practice, outstanding foster 
parents, and meeting 

kin-gap permanency and 
adoption goals.

We provided care 
and services for 94 
additional people 

with developmental 
disabilities by merging 
with The Keon Center 

and opening Keon 
Programs of Abbott 

House.

We developed a website 
to assist families during 
COVID-19 that shared 

resources such as where to 
access food pantrys, mental 

health services, housing 
assistance, and free internet.  
This streamlined the referral 

process for teachers to 
assist in getting students 

the help they needed in the 
Community Schools. 

All staff received 
baseline 

trauma training, 
strengthening our 

commitment to being 
a trauma informed 

care agency.
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Nicholas Foy

Justyce Francis

Latisha Francis

O’Marley Francis

Lois Francis-harrison

Tom and Elena Fredeman

Shanese Freeman

Gary and Carol Freidman

Annette M Fry

Lorraine M. Frye

Michael and Heidi Fuchs

Briana Fullwood

Kelvin Funes

Sohum Gala

Richard and Mary Ann Galevy

Sheila McDonnell Gallahue

Susan Galletto

Amy Gallo

Andi Gamboa

Paola Garcia

Mike Garcia

William Gargano

Francis and Claudia Gasparini

Heather Gaughan

GEM Technologies

Kay Georgousis

Debrah Gershner

Judy Getz

William Gheen

Ron and Marilyn Ghilardi

Mel Gianino

Arthur and Carol Gill

Melissa Giraldo

Girl Scout Troop 1713

Bryant and Kate Giscombe

Dr. Giudice Associates

David and Gail Gluckman

Danielle Gold

Steven and Risa Goldberg

Josh Goldberg

Laurence and Cynthia Golding

Lawrence Goldman and Laurie Chock

William Goldsmith

Bryant Gomez

Lynne Gomez

Jose Gomez-Miranda

Claudia Gonzaga-Jauregui
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Zaya Gooding

Jaime Gorelick

Nehal Gosalia

Christian Granados

Jennifer Granger

Harris and Antoinette Grant

Jonathan Green and Hilary Thomas

Linda Greenberg

Mark and Wendy Greenspan

Steve Greider and Vicki Kroviak

R. J. Griffen

Stacy Grossman

Ann E. Grow

Marcia Grubel

Harriet M. Gruber

Maria Grullon

Jessica Guaman

Henri and Judith Gueron

Jenna Guerrero

Lauren Gurski

Moris and Diane Guvenis

Allison Guzowski

Hackley School

Eleni Hadjiconstantinou

Susan Haiken

Morgan Haimes

Joanne M. Hall

Anne and Steven Halliwell

Mark and Claire Hallock

Violet Hamlin

Karen Hamlin

Catherine Hansen

Jessica Harris

Truth Harris

Shamaiya Harris

Suzan Harrison

Randy Harrison

Douglas and Wendy Hart

John and Jill Hayes

Kendall Hayes

Chris Heffernan

James Hefter

Heather Henderson

Clinton Hewitt

Timothy and Cathy Higgins

Lisa Highet

Wendy and Phillip Hildebrand

Christina Hoff

Jacqueline Hoffman and Anthony 
Giambrone

Marian Hoffman

Walter Hoffman

Mary Holder

Holy Family Parish

William and Marjorie Hone

Rick and Cathy Hope

Ronna Horwitz-Bard

Kevin Houlihan

George Howe

Lori Hrbek

Yang Hu

Claudia Hueston

David Huettl

Julia Hull

Ronald and Scott Hunter

Osman Hussein

Hyde and Watson Foundation

Fortina

Marlene Hyme

Giustina Iaccarino

ICE Data Services

Ida Inez-Wright

Vincent and Theresa Iozzo

Irvington Girl Scouts Troop 1721

Irvington Hardware

Irvington Historical Society

Irvington United for Education

Michael R. Irwin

Jay and Lois Izes

Jackson Lewis LLP

Rishi Jaggernauth

James E. Robison Foundation, Inc.

Cyndy Jean

Lauren Johnson

Campbell Johnson

Chris Johnson

Harriett Jones

Darren and Holly Jones

Raji Joseph

Carolyn Joy

Rachel Kamins

Robert Kaplan

Laura Kapnick

Kappa Alpha Theta Westchester 
Alumnae Chapter

Melissa Karachalios

Mandes and Lisa Kates

Ryan Katzfey

James Kafuman and Carol Fitzpatrick

John and Kathryn Kaufman

Alexandra Kaufman

Katherine Lobach Kaufman

Shawn Young and Susan Kaufman

Kevin and Jessica Kearns

Joe Keeney

Keevily, Spero-Whitelaw, Inc

Keightley & Ashner, LLP

Zachary Kelly-Spadafino

Brian and Heather Kenny

Michael and Alice Kenny

Michelle Kenny

Ronnie Kent

Shareef Khalid

Tauseel Khan DDS

Charles and Jessica Kibel

Walter Kicinski

John and Patty Kiernan

Amy Kilbury

Josh and Andrea Kimerling

Sophie Kimerling

Andy King

Irena Klepfisz

Greg and Rebecca Kniesel

Nana Koch

Mark and Maura Koch

Jeremy Kohamban

David and Kari Kohl

Arlene Greene Kolbert

Brian and Vanessa Korb

Ursel Kratt

Goddard School

Chris Krein

Venu and Priya Krishna

Lorraine M. Krsulich

Linda Krueger

Asher Kurtz

Winnie Lai

Lake Group Media

Mary E. Lane

Brian Lang

Deborah LaPerch

Lisa Latasa

William Latour

David Laurance

Kevin Laurino

Sharon Lavery

Khoa Le

Katie LeBuhn

Chung H. Lee

Barry and Harriet Leitner

Herrick and Carolyn Lengers

Alex Lengers

John E. Lertzman

Jennifer Lescott

Catherine Letizia

Michael and Dana Levin

Steve Levine

Jill Levy-Fisch

Larry Lewis

Alexander Li

Marcello Liguori

David and Shira Linn

Dan and Linda Lipka

Scott Litwack

Dijana Ljuljduraj

Ann M Looney

James Lotto

Jennifer Lotz

Irena Lovric

Maggie Lowenwarter

Nicole Lowrance

Peter and Lorraine Lozito

Darlene Lucky

Robert Luebeck

Scott Lukas

Glen Lurato

Kelliann Lynch

Lyons McGovern, LLP

Desmond and Kerry Lyons

Cormac Lyons

M Shanken Communications, Inc.

Jean O. MacIntosh

Lorina Mack

Pamela Macon

Rachael Maglienti

Paul Magrino

Barbara Mahoney

Anthony Maisonet

Ananita Maitra

Make-A-Wish Foundation

Luke Malcolm

Elizabeth Maldanado

Aymee Malena

Lucinda Malin

David and Rhea Mallett

Ted Mann

John Manouselis

Howard Mansbach

Tracy Marchena

Suriniti Marchena

Abbe Marcus

Deane Marcus

Natalie Mariyzza

Andrew Markowitz and Allison 
Handel
Benjamin Marra

JP and Erin Marra

Amanda Marrano

Ilona Marsh and Mark Stein

Daniel Marshall

Stanislav Martin

Laura Martinez

John and Sharon Marzuke

Carla Massey

Divya Mathur

Max and Victoria Dreyfus Foundation

Sheila McAndrew

Ryan McAndrew

Caitlin McAndrew

Peter McAndrew

V. McBride

Michael McCarty

Doug and Deanne McClintock

Chris McColl

Thomas and Mary Ellen McEvily

Dan McGiffin

Kyle McGovern

John McGrath

John and Marie McGraw

John and Rita McGuire

Jean Marie McKee

Brian McKenna

Leo McLaughlin

Jack Meckson

Kerri Medlin

Medwell Management, LLC

Ingrid Mellor

Kishan Melwani

Memorial Sloan Kettering Caner 
Center

Chenlee Mena

Morgan Stanley

Karen Mercera

Theresa Merrill

Andrew and Mary Merryman

Michael Meth

MetLife

Metropolitan Community United 
Methodist Church

Sheri Meyers

Miguel Meza

Robert Tardio and Sharon Mias

C. Edward and Laura Midgley

Maureen Miller

Eliot and Doris Minsker

Kim Mirkin

Christopher and Pamela Mitchell

Len and Janet Mitchell

Jihan Mnaymneh

Dalia Mnaymneh

Sami and Hala Mnaymneh

Elon and Betty Moallem

Bob Mogil

Joel Molinoff

Armena Molla

Justyce Francis Molyneux

Walter Montgomery and Marian 
Gruber

Samuel Montgomery

Gregory and Kathleen Mooney

Allison Moore

Geraldine A. Moran

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney

Edward Morrissey

Michael J. Morrow

Rosa Moshi

Genesis Mosquera

Mary Moss

Mother Cabrini Health Foundation

MPI

MSD Capital, L.P.

Mt. Carmel Pharmacy

Rose Mary Muench

Amina Muka

Cathryn Mulvey

Peter Munger

Olga Munger

Virginia Murphy

Kevin Murphy

Kevin M Mustafich

Patrick and Annette Natarelli

NaturalFit Pharmacy

Calvin and Phyllis Neider

Neighbors for Refugees

Mary Nelson

Karen Nelson

Zyggi Nemzer

The New York Community Trust

New York Liberty

New York City Fire Dept. EMS 
Division 2

New York Football Giants Inc.

New York Institute of Technology

Angela Newsom

Don Nguyen

Renee Nixon-Simmons

Carlos Noriega

Willie and Linda Norton

Richie Nuzum

Lisa Oberstein

Helen O’Brien

Nydia Ocasio

O’Connor Davies, LLP

Owen O’Donoghue

Kevin and Nancy O’Keefe

Catherine O’Keeffe

Yasir Olenja

Lisbet Oley

James Oley

Celeste Olivo

Ilana Olivo

Amanda Olivo

ONEHOPE

Orange Bank & Trust

George and Marianne Oros

John Oros

Christina Oros

Allison Orr

Kellyann Ort

Diana Ottomanelli

Katharine Outcalt

Linda Pagano

James and Dina Painter

Leans Palmer

Kristina Papa

William Papa

Richard and Liesbeth Parke
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Chris Parker
George Parnell and 
BarbaraSchreiber-Parnell
Cintia Parsons

John and Janet Partenza

Olivia Parton

Joseph and Donna Pastore

Patricia Pastore

Anthony Patrignelli

Robert Patterson

Charles Paulding

Cristina Paz

Rita Pellino

David and Rebecca Pence

People’s United Bank Community 
Foundation

Peter and Marci Pepper

Howard and Kathryn Permut

Kate Permut

Perrigo Company Charitable 
Foundation

Andrew and Julie Peskoe

Mary Pflum Peterson

Vincent and Louise Petrucelli

Pfizer Foundation

Philadelphia Insurance Co.

Alice Picon

Frederick and Marion Pierce

Maren Piersol

Carolyn Pinilla

Leo and Carolyn Pinilla

Genevieve Piturro

Nicole Pivnick

Ashanti Plummer

Ollie Plumpton

Laura Plunkett

Werner Polak

Jason and Melissa Pollack

Paul Pomerantz and Ann Fader

Maureen Popiei

Diane Potter

Precision Care Software

Todd and Lauren Prigozen

Jason S Pryce

Melissa Puius

Judith Pushett

Rosie Puthiyamadam

Trevor Puzsey

Jane Qualia

Ronald Qualia

Quinn & D’Allessandro. LLP

Asma Rabbani

Aized Rabbani

Joleen Rabuano

James and Kim Raby

Jessica Raffaele

Marisa Ragonese

Kanti and Susan Rai

Marjorie Ramirez

Annie Ramos

Ignacio Ramos

Pierre Randolph

Tamie Randolph

Elizabeth Rangwalla

Noel Rappaport

Robert and Jody Rawdin

The Rea Charitable Trust

Eric and Gloria Redlener

Regeneron

Liora Reiken

Abby Reiken

Linda Repaci

Joanne Ricciardi

Philip Ricciardi

Mark Rice

Mario Rich

Lee and Lea Richardson

Scott and Ann Richter

Arnold and Sharon Richter

Liz Riley

Paul Rinzler

Steve and Maryann Riordan

Johannie Rivera-Picart

Riverdale Country School

Raven Roberts

Katherine Robertson

Barbara Robey

Susan Robinson

Philip and Dorinn Rodman

Luis A. Rodriguez M.D.

Adalisse Rodriguez

Howard Rodstein

Lauren Rogers

Jessica Rogers

Matthew Rogich

Daniel and Annabel Romero

Scott Rosania

Rachel Rosell

Audrey Rosen

Jackie Rosen

Robert Rosen and Judy Stern-Rosen

Maxwell Rosenblum

Molly Rosenthal

Robin Rosenthal

Susan Rosenzweig

Alon Rosin

Ingrid Ross

Alan and Barbara Roth

Beth Rubenstein

Boris Rubinstein

Teresa Ruddy

Joseph Ruggiere

Jesse Ruggiere

Jay Ruggiere

Robert and Patricia Ruotolo

Charles Rush

Jim Russell

Pat Ryan

Jay Sackman

Mary Saffran

Sandra Saintilme

Ken Salaz

Saralyn Salkin-Gershman

Kerry Salvatierra

Norman and Betsy Samet

Linda Samios

Luis Sanchez

Wesley Sanon

David Saphra

Barbara Sarbin

Jasena Sareil

Sophie Sareil

Jim and Nora Sarfaty

William Sarnoff

Charles Scatamacchia

Karen Schatzel

John Schiumo

Sebastian Schiumo

Juanita Schmidt

Jordan and Sarah Schmidt

Rhonda Schoen

Judy Schoenberg

Patrice Schwartz

Deborah A. Schwarz

Stephen and Susan Scotto

Laura Seaman

Barrett and Laura Seaman

Karen Segal

Zarrar Sehgal

Jack Sendek

Charlotte Sendek

Jason Sendek

Jennifer Sendek

Sentry Communications & Security

Neel and Agata Shah

Lauren Shapiro

Jeff and Sharon Shapiro

Mark Shedrofsky and Nancy Messing

Suraiya and Mohamed Sheikh

Yang Shi

Robert J. Shore

Adrienne Shulman

Sunilbe Siceron

Maya Siegel

Eric Siegel

Talita Silva

Maida Silve

Dean and Janice Silverberg

Nicholas Simeone

Howard and Joan Simon

Jim and Gail Simons

Neil Singh

Reggie Sinning

Lauren Sisak

Christian Smailes

Brad A. Smith

Brian and Keira Smith

Mary Smith

Catherine Smith

Ronan Smith

Emily Smith

Marquis Smith

Brian and Kristin Smith

Charlotte Smith

Kim Smith

David Snell

Luke Snowzell

Gissette Soffer

Antonio and Rose Sofia

Gina Solari

Laura Solomon

Julie Sootin

Cindy Soto-Romero

Jessica Spates

Joanne Spellane

Vincent and Julissa Spena

Matt Spencer

Carola Springer

Tony St. Leger

St. Matthew’s Church

Doris Stanley

Alan and Rena Steinfeld

Sterling National Bank

Sterling National Bank Foundation

Signature Bank

Jack Stern

Irena Choi Stern

Jordan Stewart

Michael J. Stipicevic

James and Katherine Stipicevic

Jill Streisand

Alan Struth

Maxine Sugarman

Ryan and Charlotte Sullivan

Dylan Sun

SUNY Westchester Community 
College

James Sutherland

Fred Swartz

Tim and Cathy Sweeney

Don Tagatac

Lisa V. Taitt-Stevenson

Adam Tannenbaum

Lisa Tannenbaum

Diana Tapper

Anna Tarasova

Target Foundation

Paul Tarricone

Solzman and Zenaye Tarver

Nikki Taussig

Teen Works

Mikayla Terrell

The Benevity Community Impact 
Fund
The Redducs Chartered Foundation 
Corporation

Sophia Thomas

Alex Thomas

The Thomas & Agnes Carvel 
Foundation

Jared Tilliss

Christopher Timmel

Brittany Toapha

Ann Toback

Thomas and Anne Tobin

Peter Todd

Peter Tortorella

Terry Tousey-Wyatt

Nathan Tovar

Emma Townsend

Eleanor Trillana

Erwin Trollinger

Kenneth Trotta

Joseph Trotti

Toi Troy-Kirkland

Yugo Tsukikawa

Stacey Tunis

Jack and Carol Ullman

Underhills Crossing Restaurant

Walter Urtz

USI Northeast

Virginia Van

Dana Van Buren

Jean van der Spuy

Cristopher Van Hout

Manigeh VanDerveer

Phil Variano

Ann M. Vavolizza

Carmen Velazquez

Adrian and Aidan Venuto

Cassandra Villavicencio

Donna Vitale-Ruskin

Grey Worldwide

Shavone Walker

Stacey Wallen

Walmart

Walton E. Burdick-Mary T Burdick 
Family Foundation

Henry Wanamaker

Emily Washington

Annie Washington

Alan Wasserman

Vanessa Webb

Weber and Kehoe

Karl and Mary-Jo Weber

Teresa Weber

Webster Bank

David and Samara Weinberg

Jessie Weindling

Susan Weiner

Kenneth and Rita Weinstein

R. Tyler Weisbarth

Eliana Weissman

Lauren Wendle

Lily Wendle

Katharine Wendle

Thomas Wendle

Marie K Werner

Michael Wernick

Westchester County Youth Bureau

Jill Whipple

Tom R. Whitwell

Cynthia Williams

Krista Williamson

Willis C. Helm Charitable Trust 
Foundation

Michael Wirtz

David and Kathleen Wit

Mary Ellen Wolfe

Woodridge Productions, Inc

The Worker’s Circle

Janet L. Wynn

Kevin Wynne

Stacey Yanosy

Harold Yodice

YourCause

Zachariah Yusaf

Traci and Frank Zammetti

Rafael Zarifa

Eva Zasloff

Jay Zaslow and Samantha Rai

Ella Zaslow

Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Inc

Felix Zhang

Yanyu Zheng

Judy Zingher

Sara Zion

Marissa Zobler

Suzanne Zottola

Fareya Zubair

Thank 
You For 
Making a 
Difference!
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Board of Directors

Walter G. Montgomery, Ph.D., Chair
Scott D. Richter, Vice Chair
Rebecca Borden, J.D.
Clara Cohen
Miguel John Constable
Diane Q. Curtin
Ronald W. Filante, Ph.D.
Richard Fortunato, CPA
Laurence R. Golding
Alice Kenny
Len Mitchell, Ph.D.
Gregory T. Mooney
Marianne Oros
Julie Peskoe
Robert S. Ruotolo
Sarah Schmidt
Mary Smith
Brad A. Smith, Esq.
Judith Stern Rosen
Lisa Taitt Stevenson                                                          
Adrian Venuto

Emeritus Board Members

Gerald Eisner
Ann E. Grow, PhD
James R. Painter
Karen Schatzel

Leadership Engagement Council

Marianne Oros, Chair
Rebecca Borden, J.D.
Jody Ann Carlucci
Helen Daniels
Marlene Hyme
Alice Kenny
Rhea Mallett
Karen Mercera
Walter Montgomery, Ph.D.
Mark Shedrofsky
Keira Smith
Scott D. Richter
Adrian Venuto
Lauren Wendle
Marie Werner 

Executive Team

James L. Kaufman, LCSW-R
President and CEO

Gerard P. Finn, CPA
Senior Vice President and CFO

Justine Christakos, LMSW
Vice President of Programs

Suraiya Sheikh, BS, MCSE, MCSA
Chief Information Officer

John McGrath, BA, MLIR
Director of Human Resources

Antoinette Grant, MA, Ed. S
Vice President of Programs,
Foster Care & Preventive

Jeff Shapiro, Ed. M.
Vice President of Residential & 
Group Home Services

Moitri Datta, MD
Medical Director

Tiffany Bell, MSW
Director of Quality Improvement &
Program Development 

Kristina Papa
Director of Development &
Communications

In Loving Memory: 
Joseph M. Pastore Jr., Ph.D.
William L. Ellis, Jr.
Lawrence W. Thomas, Esq.
Dedicated Board Members
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The story of Abbott House would not be complete without mentioning our important 
connection to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Edith and Grace Abbott were sisters with legendary reputations in the social justice and social 
service movements of the early 20th century.  In 1963 a child-welfare agency bearing their name was 
opened in Westchester, New York on the bucolic grounds of what was once a 42-room Tudor Estate 
in Irvington-on-Hudson. 

From the start, Abbott House has been in or near the vanguard of the theory and practice of social 
service, adapting its practice for children and adults with complex needs, as an understanding 
of optimal human development has progressed. From humble beginnings in the mid-50s, taking 
available space for children in the then “Irvington House,” another organization on the forefront, 
developing new antibiotic treatments for 
children with rheumatic fever. 

Two days before Christmas in 1963, Abbott 
House formally became the sole occupant of 
the building and grounds and proceeded to 
expand and evolve its practice of caring for 
children with complex needs, from trauma-
ridden environments, in group home settings 
- consistent with the gold standard thinking of 
the day. 

On October 29, 1965, Abbott House held 
its first annual dinner, with the invocation 
spoken by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Entitled, “The Dignity of Family Life,” King 
sounded themes of community, identity, and 
family particularly appropriate to the times 
and the abiding beliefs of Edith and Grace Abbott. “Who is my neighbor?” he challenged. “A 
great man (has) the capacity to project the “I” into “thou.”

Dr. King’s words found common ground with the Abbott sisters, and common ground with the history 
of Abbott House yet to be written.

More than half a century later, with the memory of Dr. King’s words never far from our thoughts, we 
are proud to say that we have touched the lives of more than 106,000 individuals.

Visit www.abbotthouse.net to hear Dr. King deliver his speech at Abbott House in 1965.
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Without YOU our work would not be possible. 
Here are a few key ways to get involved:

• Donate: You can offer financial support to address many 
urgent needs in a number of ways that make a direct impact 
on those we serve.

G
et
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vo

lv
ed

• Volunteer: Share the gift of your time and talent. We have 
a number of wonderful independent projects that can be 
done right from your own home!

@AbbottHouseNewYork @AbbottHouseNY @AbbottHouseNY

Point your 
phone’s camera 
at the QR code 
above to make 
your gift today.

Learn more about independent volunteer 
projects such as Kindness Jars, Dignity 
Suitcases and more!

Want to learn more? Contact the development team:

Kristina Papa 
Director, Development & Communications

Kate Hope Giscombe
Manager of Stewardship, Technology & Communications 
development@abbotthouse.net

• Follow us on Social Media: Our life-changing work 
depends on your involvement. Follow us, “like” our posts 
and share on your pages!

• Leave a Legacy: Our future relies on those who share our 
desire to build lasting foundations for generations to come. 
Making a provision in your will is a beautiful way to ensure 
that your generous spirit lives on.

• Make a Matching Gift: Find out if your company will 
match your charitable contributions, so your gift can go the 
distance!



Abbott House     100 North Broadway, Irvington, NY 10533     (914) 591 - 7300
www.abbotthouse.net


